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“The important thing is fearning how fo fearn, because that's
what they're going fo be doing all their fives.”

Herbwert Derihem, professor of computer science and charrpeerzon of the depiri-
menl. believes that the most important aspocr of an edycation s learsing to learn.

In compreter soeece, he thinks it's eapreciaily trie, “Basically what I'm ccocling
is problem sobving. and my philosophy s that vou can't really learn 1o solve
problems & vou don't bave to stropate, with them.'”

Coa h.'q'i-ﬂ:l:l":'-- e Ssures that all kis students come worss chtficalt prul_}]._'\-m_.;_ Hi=
imows it may be the first o some students have had to strugele with a proflem,
while nifers may have besn wresling with difficalt problems sioce hiprh schoal,

T aiwavs bken it o o wall” Dershern sivs, “All the willls, the prablems; thae

iy ve sean befone have bean wills they could step over, nnd differont penple hove
daffeTent Jengihs of legs, 20 some can step over hipher walls than others. But, i

vou've beer able (o stepoaver svery wall WOl e, willve pever learnad o climhb
fhiode aoafiec

"o, wien they get imto my courses. [ wint to make sure that 1 put wp some walls
por them that they can'c step over: 2nd they have walls that they hove o climb,”
Drepshem aws, sothey bearn fow tooclimb wealls: Zo they learn iow to wrestle with
2 problem that isa't easy for them. Beeawse, when you get into the real world v
don’r gt panl for solving easy problems — vao gat paid for sabving lard ones, nnd
thats why you have to e shie to mckle those kinds of probloms.'

The reason Dershem belicves it 50 importans that he teich his students o
wmicstks with problems and oveecome wallz is'that i computar scienee the tools th
dimberas are leaming ) use woday will i all bxelihcod be obialdie in the near
future — and that means that the stidents will bave 1o know how 1o odap.

“IF we're just teaching nde students how to 'usel thi equipment, that's por going
1 help them five ¥ears from pow, becsnse this equipment 15 moing to be oone il
nere’s going e be something pew thers,”” Dershem savs. “The impartant thing is
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z b B0 e, besaise that's whint they'sé poing to be doing a1l their lives,”

r=nem Deleves the philosophy 5 applicable to everyone, “Tn'n feld thit

2t 20 rapiklhy 1S mot e content that maitess bot the mindset of being n
e-bong kearmner, of continmih adapling to pew Somion:, m ew techaigques,

new eavinmnments. That's they kev thing for people in this fiald,” Dershem Ailys:
And 008 pet for this field. That's the key thing for life in peneral. o be able to

Jalapet B chansing crcemsiances,”
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